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“Step Up For Kids” Rally Urges
Candidates and Lawmakers to Invest in Early Childhood Programs

Legislators, philanthropists, community leaders and over 60 concerned citizens and joined Children’s advocacy group Voices for Georgia’s Children for a “Step Up for Kids Day” rally focusing on the high stakes for children in the upcoming statewide election.  Held at the Sheltering Arms Early Education and Family Center, the event was timed to coincide with the last voter registration day for the upcoming Georgia election.  

Penelope McPhee, president of The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation, noted that 141,344 babies were born in Georgia last year – or 387 every day, represented by that number of “onesies” hung on clotheslines behind the podium.   “Babies born over the last year will be eligible for kindergarten at the end of the new governor’s term in 2015,” McPhee said.  “As they grow up and grow out of these onesies, they need love and nurturing, stimulation and exploration, language and relationships to become active learners.”  

Representative Alisha Thomas Morgan (D-Austell) who serves on the House Committees on Children and Youth Education, and Health and Human Services, challenged the group to "step it up for kids," to become more vocal with elected officials at every level.  “I need you to help me help you by calling, writing or visiting me at the capitol.  I need to know what’s important to you because I work for you,” she said, adding that her own advocacy for K-12 would be extended to include more advocacy for young children, as a child’s early success helps ensure success in later years. 
"Since the Pre-K program began, I can see a huge difference in what the kids are able to accomplish by the end of Kindergarten,” said Kathy Kundmueller, DeKalb County Elementary School teacher of the year.  "Long before students enter Kindergarten and even Pre-K, they need to have had quality care and opportunities to develop their mind, bodies, and self esteem.”

Voices for Georgia’s Children Executive Director Pat Willis urged all Georgians to consider the interests of children in the upcoming election.  “Now it’s our turn.  Investments in the very young offer special opportunities for early success that propel kids to a lifetime of achievement.  That’s what candidates and legislators need to hear over and over, from different people, different organizations, different constituents. Repetition is not just a good learning strategy; it’s a good advocacy strategy.”
image1.png
\OICES

for

Georgia’s Children

speaking up for sound decisions




