Georgia Leaders get “GEEARed up” for Children
Education summit slated for October 5th brings leaders from across the state together to recreate the future.
 
ATLANTA, September 22, 2010 – The Georgia Early Education Alliance for Ready Students (GEEARS) is continuing its commitment to help business and government leaders maximize the economic return on the state’s investments in early care and learning by hosting an inaugural early education summit, “GEEAR Up for Georgia’s Children.” 
Presented by J.P. Morgan, the Summit will take place on October 5th at the Georgia Public Broadcasting Headquarters.  Hosted by business and community leaders Arthur and Stephanie Blank, Frank and Liz Blake, Mike and Molly Eskew and Muhtar and Defne Kent, the event is designed to engage business and economic leaders on supporting economic growth and sustainability through key investments in early education and to identify the next policy steps needed to ensure high-quality early care and education for children in Georgia.   
“I’m eager to ignite the conversation at a critical time for Georgia,” said GEEARS Executive Director Mindy Binderman.  “As the baton of political leadership is about to be passed to an new administration, discussions will focus on aligning proven early learning strategies to key  future developments in Georgia, such as increasing high school graduation rates thus improving the quality of our workforce. This Summit will serve as the first step in the right direction to create a better future for Georgia.”   
The event will bring economic and education experts from across the country, as well as the state of Georgia, to spark discussion and explicate on the high-dollar return on investment associated with early learning and care.  Designed to share strategies and knowledge about various early care and education initiatives operating throughout the country, session speakers include:
1. Stephanie Blank, longtime champion of children and education and founding chair of the governing board of GEEARS, will serve as hostess and master of ceremonies.  
1. Robert H. Dugger, managing partner of Hanover Investment Group, chairman for the Partnership for America’s Economic Success (PAES) Advisory Board and a trustee of the Committee for Economic Development, will discuss “The Economic Case for Investment in Early Education.”  
1. Gary Knell, president and CEO of Sesame Workshop, will be joined by a special guest and will discuss “What 40 Years of Research has Taught Us about Child Development.” 
1. Lieutenant General Norman R. Seip, will discuss how continued American security and prosperity in the 21st century depends on smart investments in the upcoming generation of American children. 
1. Ruby Takanishi, president of the Foundation for Child Development (FCD), will address “How Georgia Can Maintain its Lead.”  As President of FCD, Ms. Takanishi has a key role in leading the programs and managing the fiscal well-being of the Foundation. 
1. Michael L Eskew, former CEO of United Parcel Service (UPSÔ) and board chairman for The Annie E. Casey Foundation will share his insights into “The Business Impact of Early Education across the State of Georgia.” 
1. Georgia Gubernatorial candidates Nathan Deal and Roy Barnes will share their views on the importance of early education as it relates to the future of Georgia.  
The Summit will also serve as the official unveiling of the GEEARS Board of Directors.  Founding member Courtney Amos notes “I am eager to build a bridge between families, the business community and policy makers on early education issues and proud to be working alongside Stephanie and Mindy to further this paramount cause.” 
Additional board members include: 
-        Stephanie Blank, Chair 
-        Milton J. Little, Jr., president, United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta
-        Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum, president, Spelman College
-        Dr. Jay Berkelhamer, MD, FAAP, senior vice president and chief academic officer, Children's Healthcare of Atlanta
-        Lee Torrence, United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta’s Early Education Commission, former managing director and senior state executive, IBM
-        Courtney Amos, philanthropist and community activist 
-        Bill Garrett, president, Mercy Foundation, St. Joseph’s Hospital 
For more information on the Summit or the organization and its mission, please contact Mindy Binderman at 678-689-3482 or Jamee Lawson, jlawson@kglobal.com, 404-888-1083.
###
 
About the Georgia Early Education Alliance for Ready Students
GEEARS was created to promote school readiness for children from birth through age 5.  Leveraging strategies informed by research, policy and practice our organization will enable success in school.  GEEARS will accomplish this goal by focusing on academic, emotional, communication, and physical developmental skills.  

