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GEORGIA ASSOCIATION ON YOUNG CHLDREN

368 Moreland Avenue, NE, Suite 240(Atlanta, GA 30307-1927

404-222-0014 ( 404-222-0107 (fax)

gayc@algxmail.com ( www.gayconline.org
November 7, 2009

Dr. Holly Robinson, Commissioner

Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning

10 Park Place, Suite 200

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Dr. Robinson:

The Georgia Association on Young Children (GAYC), the state affiliate of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and the Southern Early Childhood Association (SECA), has reviewed the revised proposed rule changes for licensed child care programs in Georgia. Consistent with the growing national trends in federal programs for increasing the credentials of teachers of young children with the ultimate goal of increased quality of early care and education experiences, GAYC supports the adoption of these rules. 
Several decades of research clearly demonstrate that high quality developmentally appropriate early childhood programs produce short- and long-term positive effects on children's cognitive and social development. We can invest now in Georgia’s children and families and enjoy long-term savings, with a more vibrant state of healthy, achieving children and more stable families. Or, we can fail to make the investment and pay the price: increased delinquency, greater educational failures, lowered productivity, less economic competitiveness, and fewer adults prepared to be effective, loving parents to the next generation of children. GAYC believes that federal, state and local government, communities, parents, and the private sector must share in the responsibility of ensuring the well-being of children and families. 
To ensure that children receive high quality services, GAYC advocates for policies and funding so that early childhood professionals have excellent preparation, ongoing professional development, and compensation commensurate with their qualifications and experience. These changes ultimately will benefit Georgia’s youngest children through increased readiness for school, better health, and secure and stronger bonds with providers whom parents trust to care for and educate their children.
While the rule changes may be perceived by some in the early care and education community as steep, GAYC believes the revised time frame provides a buffer for providers to meet the proposed rule changes. However, we would urge BFTS to continue to strategize and provide resources available for meeting the requirements in these rules. Not only is a significant investment required by individuals and/or programs to meet the proposed BFTS changes, but 
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some providers are also responding to similar changes in the Head Start Performance Standards and the credentialing requirements associated with national accreditation and thus face additional requirements to step up to quality.
We appreciate the resources allotted for the proposed rules, indicating that Bright from the Start recognizes the need to support providers who often do not have the financial means to improve their credentials. By accessing American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds along with state dollars through HOPE funding, BFTS has provided some financial pathways to support the professional development. GAYC recognizes however, that given the number of providers who may need to acquire credentials consistent with the proposed rule changes, Bright from the Start’s financial commitment will need to be a multi-year investment beyond the time frame of ARRA funds. 
In addition to increased credentials, GAYC supports an active information campaign with owners, directors, and parents about the importance of the regulations and the need to pay providers for their increased competencies acquired through their professional development. The strain between improving quality of child care and maintaining affordability and access for parents is felt by all and is a critical concern of early care and education providers. We urge Bright from the Start to take an active role in leading the conversations: 1) about the costs, the supports and the benefits of the proposed rule changes and 2) about the pathways and the capacity of the state to offer credentials. Financial and technical assistance supports will be critical components for successful implementation of these rule changes. 
The Georgia Association on Young Children also advocates the inclusion of the many professional early care and education associations in Georgia in the work associated with this rule change. We are fortunate in Georgia to have large numbers of professionals and professional organizations with the requisite technical assistance expertise to support the changes proposed in the rule changes. A unified front of public/private partnerships in meeting these proposed rule changes should be sought by BFTS. Georgia’s early care and education community has a wealth of experience and expertise on which to draw. Technical assistance to support the implementation of the proposed rule changes needs to be a long-term commitment from Bright from the Start, including financial resources to support that assistance. 

The proposed rule changes are a bold, but necessary step. This investment in Georgia’s early care and education providers will provide the impetus to move Georgia toward increased quality experiences for our youngest children. GAYC looks forward to working with BFTS to improve our licensing regulations as well as to promote policies and to seek public and private funding to support high quality early learning programs in Georgia.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Minish, Ph.D.







Executive Director
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