Georgia Association on Young Children
2012 Policy Agenda 


The Georgia Association on Young Children (GAYC) is a statewide membership organization committed to high quality early care and education experiences for children birth through age eight.

Georgia’s Pre-K Program  
Increase the quality for 4 year old children and their families who participate in Georgia Pre-K.
Restore funding for Pre-K teacher salaries based on education and experience to reduce teacher turnover. Support a comprehensive plan to increase the quality in Pre-K in high need school districts; increase funding and training to implement best practice outreach strategies to families about Pre-K registration; support data collection and evaluation to measure impact; support research informed practice and policies that support dual-language learners and their families; and support policies and programs that foster family engagement and school transition.

National Accreditation  
Increase the number of NAEYC accredited child care centers; NAFCC accredited family child care homes and accredited school-age programs in Georgia.
Support increased funding for accreditation assistance and incentives for child care centers, family child care homes, and school-age programs.

Comprehensive Early Care and Education System
Implement recommendations for Georgia’s Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Plan
	Support Bright from the Start’s Tiered Quality Rating System.
	Support the development of a statewide, comprehensive early care and education system.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Support funding and policies that promote parent engagement.

Child Care Subsidies
Increase the number of families who receive child care subsidies.
Support policies and funding to increase the number of Georgia low income and working families who receive child care subsidies so they can continue their education and pursue careers. 

Home Visiting
Develop a Georgia home visiting system and a menu of evidence based programs to ensure mothers and  children are healthy, children are free from child abuse and neglect, and children birth to age 8 are prepared for and successful in school and beyond.
Support the implementation of Georgia’s Maternal and Infant Early Care Home Visiting (MIECHV) initiative in the six pilot counties and the development of a statewide system of care for at risk families.  
Support home visiting programs that promote school readiness.
GAYC supports the Georgia Home Visiting Statement adopted by the Georgia Birth to Five Coalition, August 20l0.

Strengthening Families, School Transition, and Parent Engagement
Support policies, funding, and best practice programs to: a) embed Strengthening Families across all child and family serving agencies and organizations, b) ensure family friendly early learning programs, c) create and expand school transition activities and alignment through early learning, family, and school partnerships, and d)  promote parent engagement in their children’s early learning and education and support their engagement and leadership in early learning and education advisory and policy-making committees and boards.

Early Literacy and Reading
Support research and innovative programs and policies that ensure that Georgia’s children are reading at grade level or above in the third grade.

Family, Friend, and Neighbor Care (FFN)
Review and recommend policies that recognize FFN (including grandparents) as an option for families and provide an array of services to support these caregivers.



GAYC supports the Georgia Birth to Five Coalition 20l2 Legislative Agenda, Policy Priorities and Activities

The Georgia Association on Young Children is an affiliate of the Southern Early Childhood Association (SECA) and the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)
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